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the people of all of them ; dealing with matters, both
internal and external, of common interest to the whole of
India ; acting as arbiter in interstate relations, and repre-
senting the interests of all India on equal terms with the
self-governing units of the British Empire. In this picture
there is a place also for the Native States."

The reception given to the Report by Indian politicians
was what its authors anticipated. It was acclaimed as a
remarkable document unlike anything generally issued by the
Indian official world, and its contents as a positive evidence
of His Majesty's Government's intention to conciliate the
growing desire of Indians for political responsibility. All
political groups awaited eagerly the new era, and Gandhi,
though not actively engaged in the political field at the time,
" considered the scheme an honest attempt to fulfil the pledge
of Government and advised that it should receive careful
and sympathetic handling/' *

The Montagu-Chelmsford Report was remitted to a
Select Committee of both Houses, under the chairmanship
of Lord Selborne, while the task of working out certain
details of the proposals was entrusted upon three Com-
mittees. An assurance of expediting the Reforms was con-
veyed to the people of India by the promise of a Bill in the
King's Speech, and eventually the Government of India Act,
igig,2 passed through all its stages without a division on any
fundamental issue.

CL THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ACT,  1919

The policy of the Government, as stated in the announce-
ment, was elaborated in the preamble to the Government
of India Act, 1919, which runs as follows :

(i) " Whereas it is the declared policy of Parliament to provide
for the increasing association of Indians in every branch
of Indian Administration, and for the gradual development

1" Life of Gandhi/' by Gray and Parekh.
2 9 and 10 Geo. V, c. 101.